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Testimonial Miranda
[START OF TESTIMONIAL]

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: [01:22:58:13] Hi, I'm Miranda Johnson, and this is my
husband, Jackson. We're from the France, and we're part of the advocate program
because our son Frank, who is 11 years old, has very severe RSI as well as learning
difficulties. And he's now 11, and he's had problems since he was just over two.
[01:22:59:12] Um, Lloyd's our, our oldest boy: he's now 14 years old. He's very much
the teenager, a good boy, um, full of trouble, full of life, full of energy. Um, so is Frank,
who, as Miranda said, is, is 11. He's full of energy and full of trouble, but faces a huge
array of challenges on account of his RSI, which is, is really severe. And his learning
difficulties, which are very profound too. Um, so yeah, that's our family. [01:23:59:00]
We both love being part of the advocacy program. Um, I love the fact that the
ambassadors come from all over the, all over the world. But what's really important to
me is that, that they show that RSI is not just one condition, but a spectrum, a big range
of conditions. Um, you get someone like Marian, one of the Italian ambassadors, who's
got a silver medal in hockey at the Olympics. And then you've got someone like
Georgette, whose life has been limited because of her pain, until recently when she had
surgery.
[01:24:32:13] And now she's back climbing mountains. And then you get a family like
ours, um, with a son Frank who has pain almost daily and needs 24-hour care. And I
think the advocate program shows, um, what a wide-ranging condition it is and how
some people can live a virtually normal life on it, whereas others' lives are completely
taken over by it. [01:24:56:12] I think what we've probably forgotten to some degree
now, um, Frank was diagnosed eight years ago now. So, quite a long time ago. And I
think we probably forget the chaos, um, of that first six months when he first started to
have seizures. Um, and then when he was diagnosed as well. Real chaos and fear and
anxiety like you wouldn't believe, um, and, and, and concern about the future.
[01:44:31:20] Okay. What was the impact of the 2009 Impacting RSI Award that, uh,
ABC sponsored? I think it was, um, a- a superb exercise, um, in that it brought together
fascinating contributions from around the world. Some, perhaps, you'd expect the media
we have in, in the western world is pretty sophisticated. So I can remember reading,
um, and listening to some extraordinary programs from Spain, um, from the UK, from
the United States.
[… rest of testimonial deleted for this sample]
[END OF TESTIMONIAL]
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